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Today, mostly cloudy, warmer, high 
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mild, low 46. Tomorrow, areas of fog, 
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Fishing outside a flooded mosque in Jakarta, a city sinking faster than any other big city on the planet — faster, even, than climate change is causing the sea to rise. 
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An Ultimatum for Jakarta: Redevelop or Drown 


By MICHAEL KIMMELMAN 


JAKARTA, Indonesia — Ras- 
diono remembers when the sea 
was a good distance from his 
doorstep, down a hill. Back then 
he opened the cramped, gaily 
painted bayside shack he named 
the Blessed Bodega, where he and 
his family sell catfish heads, 
spiced eggs and fried chicken. 

It was strange, Rasdiono said. 
Year by year, the water crept 
closer. The hill gradually disap- 
peared. Now the sea loomed high 
over the shop, just steps away, 
held back only by a leaky wall. 

With climate change, the Java 
Sea is rising and weather here is 
becoming more extreme. Just this 
month a freakish storm briefly 


CHANGING CLIMATE, 
CHANGING CITIES 


Sinking Below the Sea 


turned Jakarta’s streets into 
rivers and brought this vast area 
of nearly 30 million residents to a 
virtual halt. 

One local climate researcher, Ir- 
van Pulungan, an adviser to the 
city’s governor, fears that tem- 
peratures may rise several de- 
grees Fahrenheit, and the sea lev- 
el as much as three feet in the re- 
gion, over the coming century. 

That, alone, spells potential dis- 
aster for this teeming metropolis. 

But global warming turned out 
not to be the only culprit behind 


the historic floods that overran 
Rasdiono’s bodega and much of 
the rest of Jakarta in 2007. The 
problem, it turned out, was that 
the city itself is sinking. 

In fact, Jakarta is sinking faster 
than any other big city on the plan- 
et, faster, even, than climate 
change is causing the sea to rise — 
so surreally fast that rivers some- 
times flow upstream, ordinary 
rains regularly swamp neighbor- 
hoods and buildings slowly disap- 
pear underground, swallowed by 
the earth. The main cause: Jakar- 
tans are digging illegal wells, drip 
by drip draining the underground 
aquifers on which the city rests — 
like deflating a giant cushion un- 
derneath it. About 40 percent of 
Jakarta now lies below sea level. 


Continued on Page A10 
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8.8 Million Turn to a Health Law 
The President Says Is ‘Imploding’ 


By ROBERT PEAR 


WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration said Thursday 
that 8.8 million people had signed 
up for health insurance through 
the Affordable Care Act’s federal 
marketplace, a surprisingly large 
number only slightly lower than 
the total in the last open enroll- 
ment period, which was twice as 
long and heavily advertised. 

The numbers essentially defied 
President Trump’s assertion that 
“Obamacare is imploding.” They 
suggested that consumers want 
and need the coverage and subsi- 
dies available under the Afford- 


Opioid Deaths 
Rising Swiftly 
Among Blacks 


By JOSH KATZ 
and ABBY GOODNOUGH 


The epidemic of drug over- 
doses, often perceived as a largely 
white rural problem, made strik- 
ing inroads among black Ameri- 
cans last year — particularly in 
urban counties where fentanyl 
has become widespread. 

While the steep rise in 2016 drug 
deaths has been noted previously, 
these are the first numbers from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention to break down 
2016 mortality along geographic 
and racial lines. They reveal that 
the drug death rate is rising most 
steeply among blacks, with those 
between the ages of 55 and 64 hit 
hardest. 

Drug deaths among blacks in 
urban counties rose by 41 percent 
in 2016, far outpacing any other 
ethnic group. In those same coun- 
ties, the drug death rate among 
whites rose by 19 percent. The 
data, released on Thursday, sug- 
gests that the common perception 
of the epidemic as an almost en- 
tirely white problem rooted in 
overprescription of painkillers is 
not accurate, as fentanyl, often 
stealthily, invades broader swaths 
of the country and its population. 

Driven by the continued surge 
in drug deaths, life expectancy in 


Continued on Page A18 
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Supporters of Catalan independence celebrated election results on Thursday in Barcelona, Spain. 


Separatists Win Catalan Vote, in Blow to Spain 


By RAPHAEL MINDER 


BARCELONA, Spain — Spain’s 
effort to snuff out an independ- 
ence drive in Catalonia was dealt a 
significant blow on Thursday as 
secessionists narrowly won an 
election called by Prime Minister 
Mariano Rajoy in hopes of calm- 
ing the country’s constitutional 
crisis. 

After Catalonia’s separatists de- 


clared independence in October, 
Mr. Rajoy invoked emergency 
powers for the first time in Spain’s 
democratic history. He ousted the 
Catalan government and imposed 
direct rule on the formerly auton- 
omous region. 

Mr. Rajoy then called new elec- 
tions for the regional parliament, 
hoping to reshuffle the political 
deck and calculating that Catalan 
voters would punish the seces- 
sionist leaders. Many are now be- 


ing prosecuted for sedition and re- 
bellion and campaigned from pris- 
on or exile. 

That gamble did not pay off. Of- 
ficial results showed Catalonia’s 
separatist parties once again win- 
ning a narrow majority in the re- 
gion’s parliament — as they had 
before — an outcome that could al- 
low them to revive their independ- 
ence drive. 

After months of feuding, Mr. Ra- 


Continued on Page A12 


able Care Act, even though poli- 
tical battles over the law, Presi- 
dent Barack Obama’s signature 
domestic achievement, are sure to 
continue in Congress and in next 
year’s midterm election cam- 
paigns. 

Seema Verma, the administra- 
tor of the federal Centers for Medi- 
care and Medicaid Services, re- 
ported the total in a Twitter post 
on Thursday. She said her agency 
had done a great job to “make this 
the smoothest experience for con- 
sumers to date.” 

The number of people who 
signed up this year was 96 percent 
of the 9.2 million who selected 
health plans or were automati- 
cally re-enrolled through the fed- 
eral marketplace in the last sign- 
up season. 

“It’s a very, very strong num- 
ber,” said Joshua Peck, who was 
the chief marketing officer for 
HealthCare.gov in the Obama ad- 
ministration. “It implies that the 
final week of open enrollment this 
year was very big.” 

Republican efforts to dismantle 
the Affordable Care Act this year 
had an unintended effect: They 
heightened public awareness of 
the law and, according to opinion 
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UN. DENOUNCES 
JERUSALEM EDICT, 
REBUFFING TRUMP 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY VOTE 


Ignoring Vow to Cut Aid, 
Nations Demand U.S. 
Rescind a Decree 


By RICK GLADSTONE 
and MARK LANDLER 


UNITED NATIONS — A lop- 
sided majority of United Nations 
members rebuked the United 
States on Thursday, denouncing 
its decision to recognize Jerusa- 
lem as Israel’s capital and ignor- 
ing President Trump’s threats to 
retaliate by cutting aid to coun- 
tries voting against it. 

In a collective act of defiance to- 
ward Washington, the United Na- 
tions General Assembly voted 128 
to 9, with 35 abstentions, for a res- 
olution demanding that the 
United States rescind its Dec. 6 
declaration on Jerusalem, the con- 
tested holy city. 

The resolution is nonbinding 
and therefore largely symbolic, 
but the vote indicated the extent 
to which the Trump administra- 
tion’s departure from a 50-year in- 
ternational consensus on Jerusa- 
lem’s status has unsettled world 
politics and contributed to Ameri- 
ca’s diplomatic isolation. 

Major allies 
like Britain, 
France, Ger- 
many and Ja- 
pan voted for 
the resolution, 
though some al- 
lies, like Aus- 
tralia and Cana- 
da, abstained. 

Carrying out —————_ 
a promise to his base of support- 
ers, Mr. Trump upended decades 
of American policy with his deci- 
sion on Jerusalem, aggravating 
an emotional issue that has fes- 
tered since the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war, when the Israelis occupied 
the entire city. 

Many Security Council resolu- 
tions since then, which have the 
force of international law, have 
warned that Jerusalem’s status is 
unresolved, that claims of 
sovereignty by Israel are invalid 
and that the issue must be settled 
in negotiations between the Is- 
raelis and Palestinians. 

The new resolution raised ques- 
tions about whether Mr. Trump 
would deliver on his threat on 
Wednesday to withhold American 
aid from countries that broke 
ranks with the United States. 
While he has significant legal lati- 
tude to do so, experts said it would 
be very difficult to substantially 
cut off countries like Egypt and 
Jordan that are strategic partners 
of the United States in the Middle 
East. 


Continued on Page A8 
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For G.O.P., Tax Cut Is a Salve, 
But Hardly a Cure-All for 2018 


By JONATHAN MARTIN 


WASHINGTON — The sweep- 
ing tax overhaul approved by Con- 
gress this week hands Republi- 
cans a long-sought achievement 
they believe will bolster their de- 
fenses in next year’s midterm 
campaign, but party officials con- 
cede the measure may only miti- 
gate their losses in what is shap- 
ing up to be a punishing election 
year. 

While the tax legislation is 
broadly unpopular as it reaches 
President Trump’s desk, the bill 
offers Republicans the sort of sig- 
nature accomplishment they have 
been lacking to galvanize their de- 
moralized donors and many of 
their voters. 


Republican lawmakers, who 


spent much of this year forced to 
explain or defend Mr. Trump’s er- 
ratic behavior, now have an oppor- 
tunity to go on the offensive with 
an issue that unites their increas- 
ingly fractious party. And they 
hope that up-for-grabs voters will 
reward them should the economy 
keep growing while their tax bills 
are falling. 

“Once the withholding tables 
change in January, voters will re- 
alize their paychecks are bigger 
as a result of tax reform,” said 
Representative Steve Stivers of 
Ohio, who runs the House Repub- 
lican campaign arm. But, alluding 
to past midterm defeats for the 
party in power at the White 
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Schools Chancellor Search 


With Carmen Fariña stepping down, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio made it clear a 
successor would continue his agenda, 
not forge a new direction. PAGE A20 


Peru’s President Stays 

President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski, 
linked to a graft scandal that has shak- 
en Latin America, survived a vote in 
Congress to remove him. PAGE A6 
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SPORTSFRIDAY B7-12 
The Lakers’ Surprise Gem 


Kyle Kuzma, chosen at the point of the 
N.B.A. draft typically reserved for 
players with flaws, has thrived. PAGE B7 


World Cup Official May Quit 


Vitaly Mutko, a Russian deputy prime 
minister, has drawn scrutiny for his role 
in state-sponsored doping. PAGE B12 


Freed in Kayak Death 


Angelika Graswald, who had initially 
been charged with murder in her fi- 
ancé’s drowning, is grateful to “walk in 
the fresh air,” her lawyer said. PAGE A23 


Painful Symbols Are Banished 


Two Confederate statues came down in 
Memphis, bringing a sense of relief to 
many in the city. PAGE A13 


Plan Would Break Up Families 


The White House is considering separat- 
ing parents from children when families 
enter the country illegally. PAGE Al5 


A Bite-Size Comedy 

We don’t need to vanish entirely, says 
the film “Downsizing,” with Jason 
Sudeikis, above, but maybe it would be 
nice if we weren’t so darn big. PAGE C1 
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A New Warning on Toys 
Cybersecurity experts say that some 
interactive toys, like the Furby Connect, 
may be vulnerable to hackers. PAGE B1 


Less to See in Holiday Windows 
E-commerce and big-box stores imperil 
the festive department store displays, 
James B. Stewart writes. PAGE Bl 
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